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The bestselling dog training book that will give you the perfect family pet—from the author of
Water Dog.This time-proven guide by legendary trainer Richard A. Wolters offers a step-by-step
method for completely training your dog, regardless of breed or age—in just sixteen weeks.
Whether you’re six or sixty, you can learn to train your dog quickly and effectively—taking only
minutes a day. In Family Dog, you’ll discover:• How to choose the right dog for your family and
lifestyle• The fundamentals of training—from housebreaking to basic commands to teaching
tricks• The key to your dog's healthy mental development• The benefits of play and
relaxation• How to guide your dog through his first critical growth periods• Talking with your dog
—it's not what you say but how you say it• Children and dogs—learning to take
responsibility• Tips on grooming• The best dog diet in the world• First-aid and medical
advice• And much more...Fully illustrated with more than 200 photographs that take you
systematically through every phase of training, Family Dog will take the frustration out of dog
training to give you the pet you’ve always wanted.
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YOU SHOULD KNOWINDEXABOUT THE AUTHORIntroductionIt should be stated at the outset
that the author of this book is some kind of a nut, or something. His taste in haberdashery is—
well, perhaps the adjective is “uninhibited.” He wears a mustache that reminds some thoughtful
observers of Chaplin and some of Menjou and some of a way-stop in between.He has no
special enthusiasm for standard beds in conventional houses. He prefers to sleep in a vehicle
which he calls a “camper” and you or I would call a bus. It is a small bus with handsomely
curtained windows, the curtains cut, fitted, and stitched by a spouse whose patience,
understanding, and indulgence should serve as an example to spouses everywhere. (Or spice?
Plurals always give me trouble.)Our author, to repeat, enjoys sleeping in this bus, conventionally
attired in pajamas of staid cut and pattern. There is nothing whatever unusual about the
pajamas, unless you count the harness and shoulder holster containing a large, lethal roscoe



which he wears outside.Our author enjoys fishing and hunting, which certainly does not mark
him as unusual. What does set him apart from some zillions of fellow citizens is that when he
goes fishing he casts a fly supremely well, and when he goes hunting he hits what he shoots
at.When he sets out to train a dog—and here we get to the meat of the subject—he does not go
sit at the feet of some picturesque Maine guide listening to old husbands’ tales about how you
got to wait till this here pup is a year old, anyways, before you start tryin’ to teach him anything.
He goes instead to a research laboratory where scientists are engaged in learning how a dog
thinks. Here he is advised that a puppy starts getting smart, and amenable to instruction, exactly
seven weeks after he is whelped.Dick Wolters goes home and tries it out. It works. This is un-
American. It is disrespectful of Maine guides. But it works. Dick Wolters, with his knotheaded,
newfangled notions, keeps training dogs and they keep turning out perfect gentlemen.Then he
writes books about how it’s done, but he doesn’t simply put down the words, like a proper author.
He takes pictures, scads of pictures. Then he puts the pictures in the book, so that instead of just
telling you how to train a dog he shows you, step by step, how any intelligent child can do it.It is a
well-known fact that keeping a dog can be just as much trouble as keeping a woman. Mr. Wolters
undertakes to show that it can also be just as much fun. Chances are there is something
subversive about this.—Red SmithAuthor’s Note to the First EditionAs I reach for the keys of the
typewriter, the first sentence all figured out, the door of the study opens and in pops a head. My
ideas fly to the wind. Daughter Gretchen bursts in to show a new dress to be worn tomorrow, the
first day of second grade. She bubbles out as fast as she had gushed in.Now the door is open.
The next to enter is Tar, the big black Labrador retriever. He sniffs, puts his head on my work
table (that’s how big he is now), waits for a pat, turns, and once again I’m alone. Come to think of
it, day after tomorrow he also starts second grade . . . he’s going hunting for the first time. These
intruders are the real heroine and hero of this book. As you thumb through, you’ll see how
cooperatively and enthusiastically they learned their lessons.It was a lot of work.Newton saw an
apple fall from a tree and got the idea of gravity, but he was smart. I didn’t get the idea for this
book; a friend gave it to me. Women are so smart. Here’s how she got the idea.I was visiting an
old friend, a boy I grew up with in Philadelphia. I’ve known his wife almost as long as I’ve known
him. I had the manuscript of the first book of this series, Gun Dog, with me and I was explaining
my new theories of dog training to Dr. Donald Jay Ottenberg and his wife, Martha. As I recall it, it
was either getting late or my enthusiastic, exuberant expounding of the theory of early dog
training caused Martha to respond by going to sleep on the living room couch. After what
seemed to me like an interesting short monologue, Martha woke up in an hour or so, sat up,
stretched, blinked, and mumbled something about she was sorry she was so sleepy but she had
a tough day with the kids and Chiquita Mañana. The latter is their dog, half Chihuahua or other,
mixed with something else. “Why don’t you do me a favor and if you do, every mother in America
will love you,” she continued, rubbing her sleepy head. “After you tell the hunter how to train his
dog, write a book to show the kids how to train and take the responsibility of the family’s best
friend. It’s the kids’ dog, yet I have all the work.” She went back to sleep. Up she popped again,



wide-eyed. “Can your training method be used on the kids?”The apple fell from the tree. I liked
the idea, especially the part about every mother in the country loving me.Martha, here’s the
book. Try it on Chiquita and the kids, too.In my first book, Gun Dog, Gene Hill of the Jockey
Hollow Field Trial Club was given credit for keeping me up late, drinking my whisky, and arguing
all my dog facts point by point. He gets the same credit in this book, with an added starter. Being
quite a gourmet, he became enthusiastic about my liverwurst sandwiches. I didn’t mind the
added expense of all the sandwiches I had to feed him to keep him on the job, but I did object to
all the liverwurst smudges on the manuscript.My thanks to Scott Bartlett, my editor at E.P.
Dutton, who noted that this was the first manuscript that he had ever handled that smelled good
enough to eat.Now Tar and I have some joint thank-you’s to Drs. Leo A. Wuori and Edward
Grano, Jr., for checking my medical facts and theories. If man’s best friend is a dog, a dog’s best
friend is an understanding vet.My thanks to Dr. J. Paul Scott and his research team at the Animal
Behavior Lab, Hamilton Station, of the Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Laboratory, Mount Desert
Island, Maine, for making my visit with them a most productive one. The experiments they’re
conducting on dogs are to help man understand himself better. But, as a by-product of this
research, man can understand dog better and then dog can understand man better. Tar thanks
them for this.Tar and I agree, Dr. James A. Baker of Cornell University should receive not only
our thanks, but the thanks of every dog owner. His work has helped control the most dreaded
dog killer—distemper. My thanks to him for his time to explain to a mere layman the intricate
details and progress of his work.As you can see, this was a project of family and friends, and the
hub of such a wheel is always the wife. Olive, thanks for letting us bring four more dirty feet into
our home.PARTOne1Why This Book?Dog books have been written in English for over five
hundred years. If a man is going to sit and write another one to add to the long list, he better
have something new and important to say or do his barking up another tree. And so, with that
firmly in mind . . .This book is Family Dog. It’s not about the dog’s family, it’s about yours. The
dog’s going to become a member of your family, and like the rest of the family he’s going to
become a good citizen. But what’s new and important? Why add this book to the thousands of
books that have been written? Here is a training method that’s foolproof; it’s a new method of
training, it’s revolutionary, it’s fast, and most important—it’s easy.If this book had been written
five hundred years ago it would’ve been called A Treatyse of Dogges as Compannyones, but this
book couldn’t have been written back then . . . they didn’t know what we know about dogs today.
As a matter of fact, this book couldn’t have been written even as recently as five years ago.The
first breakthrough in understanding the psychology of what actually goes on inside the noggin of
man’s best friend was accomplished by scientists working at the Hamilton Station Animal
Behavior Laboratory. It’s important here to tell you that we’re going to show you how to teach a
dog in weeks what it was always thought took years to accomplish.Stop and thumb through the
pages; note the pictures. They’re not photographs of a trained dog being put through his routine
for the camera. Like no other book, we’re documenting the learning process of both dog and
trainer. Lane, our hero, is not just re-creating a part for the pictures; he is learning in a real



situation. Practically all the pictures were taken before Tar, our other hero, was four months old.
It’s hard for people to believe that so much can be accomplished with a puppy in such a short
period of time. Actually, in about twelve hours of work—that is, ten minutes a day for a couple of
months—your new friend will be completely schooled and ready for his graduation.Gun Dog, the
first book in this series, was the first book to explain step by step how to train a hunting dog . . .
fast. The upland bird hunter has learned that the complicated job of training pointing dogs can
be taught so that a setter or a pointer puppy can be hunting in great style by the time he’s five or
six months old. New training methods and techniques were used. Up until that book was written,
hunting dogs weren’t even started in their training until they were a year old. The outstanding
success of Gun Dog, for the hunter, prompted this book for the family who wants a pet, not a
pest.Twenty-nine of the 30 million dogs in this country are either “doglinquent” flea bags or
affectionate parasites. For nothing more than a little companionship they get free room and
board, medicare, and social security. They get all this plush living plus unemployment
compensation only because they have learned one trick—to wag the tail and look happy when
the family comes home. Don’t classify dogs as dumb animals when it’s man who goes out all day
to toil by the sweat of his brow in order to feed the family . . . including Towser. Meanwhile, back
home in the easy chair Towser rests up so he’s fresh and alert when he welcomes Master home
after a rough day in the cruel world.Why does all this take place? Some member of the family
decides that Junior or Daughter should have a dog for a pet. That someone could have been
Junior or Daughter themselves.Actually, it works like this: most of the dogs in the country are
bought as pets for the kids in the family. If there are a few reluctant adults who hold out against
the idea of the new member of the family, there is no need here to go into a detailed account of
the shenanigans by which they’re cajoled into a change of heart. To explain this common
phenomenon would take another book entitled something like The American Family Structure,
and subtitled “The Kids Always Win.”But there’s no real need for such a book. You’ve already
picked up this one. The decision has been made. You’re getting a dog, a new member of the
family, most likely for a child. The odds are that your puppy will end up being a pest if you do
what most families do. If it were a human puppy coming into the household, the whole family
would be making preparations for months. But since it’s a dog puppy, the kennel man is paid, a
few feeding instructions are gotten, and Towser is deposited in his new home.There’s great joy
and excitement . . . for the first week or so. Gradually the novelty of the new member wears off
and all the burdens of feeding, housebreaking, and any other problems fall to Mother. Now in
most cases, Mother has a few other things that she might have to do. She has had little or no
experience in bringing up a dog, so there are two obvious alternatives. One, Towser is put out
the back door to become someone else’s problem. Towser becomes a doglinquent, grows into
doghood uneducated. He doesn’t know good manners; he can’t even write his own name let
alone get a “college” education and lead a useful life. Two, Towser is kept home, but just exists
around the house. In both cases it’s a rather unrewarding life for dog and/or master.Actually it
doesn’t take too much time or know-how to train a dog to become a good useful citizen. But it’s



not only the dog that has to be trained. The children of the household should be shown how to
train the dog. Giving a child a dog with the understanding that it will be his or her responsibility to
care for and train can be a very rewarding experience for the whole family . . . including
Towser.The book is divided into three distinct parts. First, we’ll give the necessary background
material: how to select the puppy and the new training philosophy based on scientific findings.
We’ll tell you how a dog learns and how to set up school so that he’ll learn.Part II was the real fun
in producing the book. We’ve completely documented the development of a Labrador puppy and
his trainer, six-year-old Lane. We have thousands of photographs from the moment they came
together. We’ve only used those pictures that best illustrate the learning processes of both dog
and child. Both were excellent students. The important thing is you’ll be able to read and you’ll
be able to see how to train a dog, also how to train a child to train a dog.Picture sequences are
used extensively to show the child what’s expected of him. You’ll see what’s expected of the dog,
and where necessary, pictures will explain how to teach the child to teach the dog.Part III is the
general care, medical knowledge, and essential information that you should have at your
fingertips. Our job here isn’t to take the place of the veterinarian. These will be helpful hints that
even the pediatrician wants every mother to know.A six-year-old child can train a dog with help
and guidance from an adult, so anyone six, or older, with some guidance can train a dog. The
phrase “or older” may fit you better, since you may be getting a puppy as a companion for
yourself. Whichever, we also said “with some guidance.” This book with its “how to” pictures and
background material is that guidance. Any teenager can be considered adult enough for the
purposes of this book.Sound simple? It is.2Selecting the Family DogDogs come in all shapes
and sizes. Long-hair, short-hair, wire-hair, curly-hair, and even no-hair. Some are tall, short, toy,
and tiny; they come black, brown, blond, even red, white, and blue, and all sorts of mixtures and
combinations thereof.There’s a long list to choose from. The American Kennel Club recognizes
over 116 different breeds, some of which are a strange-looking lot. These are the purebreds and
their pedigrees are probably in better order than yours or your wife’s relations.This list isn’t all,
not by a long shot. The membership of the more democratic “57 Variety” Club, with its
astronomical numbers of unrecognized members, really swells the list for you to consider.About
the old saying, “You can pick your friends but not your relatives,” we won’t worry about picking
your relations—we’ve already said that their pedigrees aren’t so good. But as to your best friend,
your dog, he’s worth worrying about.If you’re going to have a best friend it’s only fair to him and
to you that you find out all about him. You’re going to be living together . . . for a long time.All
puppies are cute—they all like to cuddle up, they all like to lick your face, they’re all little fluffballs,
but remember, some grow to weigh five pounds and some grow to be 155 or better. What are
your needs in a dog? Lie down on a couch and ask yourself some questions. What kind of a dog
would you look best with? What kind would fit your home? Will the dog require plenty of
exercise? Will one of the long-hair varieties that shed cause the second parlormaid to look for
employment elsewhere? Dog care is time-consuming. Short-hair dogs are easy to manage.
What kind of climate do you live in? A long-hair suffers in heat. Will your budget stand for weekly



beauty parlor appointments? A poodle is like a fine foreign sports car. Not only is the initial
investment high, but the monthly tune-ups are very expensive. How much money do you have
for dog food? Don’t laugh—it’ll cost over three hundred dollars a year to feed a big dog.The cost
of a purebred dog might be the determining factor in deciding whether you want a pedigree or
just dog-dog. But don’t be fooled. You might as well get a good dog because no matter what you
spend, $5 or $800 or better, the original investment is the smallest of your canine expenditures.
Beware of bargain dogs if you’re interested in blood lines and pedigrees. You get what you pay
for. Which reminds me of the man who was shocked at the stiff price the kennel owner was
asking for a pup. Not wishing to spend that much, he turned to his wife for support, asking what
she thought. She said, “I think he’s the cutest, most darling dog I’ve ever seen.” “My dear,” replied
the husband, “are you helping me to buy or him to sell?”Figure out if the dog’s going to like you.
Do you have the room to exercise him? A Chihuahua friend of mine has a master who drives a
Volkswagen. The dog gets all the exercise he needs jumping around in the back seat. Try this on
your Great Dane. Although a beagle is only fifteen inches high he should be on a rabbit trail, not
following a mink on Madison Avenue. Don’t try your apartment for size on a full-grown, high-
strung Irish setter.The real advantage of buying a registered dog is that when bought as a pup
you know what he’ll be like when he grows up. You’re taking your chances with a mixed breed
unless you know both parents; even then it’s not always possible to estimate the pup’s future
appearance and temperament. A mixed-breed dog may have the physical characteristics of one
of the parents and the nervous disposition of the other.Disposition is of utmost importance in the
selection of the family pet. The hereditary factors should be considered, though training at the
right time, as we’ll see later, has a major effect on molding the disposition of the dog.Picking the
breed is important. I have a friend who got a schnauzer for his wife. I told him I thought it was a
good trade.So, why start with strikes against you? Select from the list of dogs that are known to
have friendly dispositions. Some breeds have become so popular that they’re being bred for
market purposes. Inbreeding produces high-strung nervous animals—they’re not good around
kids.Here is a partial list of popular breeds that are good with children:American water
spanielBasset houndBeagleBoxerBrittany spanielBulldogCollieCoonhoundDalmatianEnglish
setterEnglish shepherdFoxhoundGolden retrieverIrish water spanielLabrador
retrieverPointerPoodleSaint BernardSheltieSpringer spanielDogs for one reason or another not
good for children:American cocker spanielAmerican toy fox
terrierChesapeakeChihuahuaChowDachshundDoberman pinscherHuskyItalian
greyhoundJapanese spanielKerry blue terrierMalemuteMaltese terrierMexican hairlessMiniature
pinscherPekingesePomeranianSamoyedScotch terrierSpitzWire-haired fox terrierYorkshire
terrierThere’s a theory among some dog breeders that might be an old wives’ tale, but it does
seem to make sense. They speak of mid-European or German dogs as one-man, hardheaded
animals who need a firm hand for training, and contrast this “Prussian” temperament to the
English dogs that, much like the English people, are quiet, good-natured, and only fight when
pushed into it . . . then they’re scrappers. The English dogs make excellent pets for children.It



certainly is understandable that dogs would take on the character of the people, and that
through generations of selective breeding the people would select the type of dog that fits their
personality. You should do the same.After you’ve come to your decision, stop in front of a mirror
and take a look. Does the dog of your choice fit you? If you’re in the 200-pound area and you’re
going to have a Pekingese, one or the other of you is going to look rather foolish . . . and I don’t
think it’s going to be the dog.Then there’s the woman who didn’t really mind what breed she got
as long as it wasn’t one of the hunting ones. She thought it was impolite to point.Let the Surprise
Package Be Brought HomeAll right, so you didn’t pick your Aunt Minnie. She came with the
family. But at least be sure you pick your puppy; he’s going to be with you for the next fifteen
years. Don’t make the error of letting the children in the family make the decision for you. They’ll
learn to love the dog of your choice as much as the one of their choice. The kids shouldn’t even
go to the kennel to do the picking. This is a job for adults. Let the surprise package be brought
home.Where you’re going to buy your dog is really up to you. Try to determine the reputation of
the people who are selling you the dog. It’s much like buying anything else. If you’re going to buy
an automobile you want to know you’re dealing with a reliable dealer. When you go to see the
litter, look to see if the kennel is kept clean—whether it has a fresh odor—and note what
condition the mother is in. Of course it’s very important that you pick a dog you like, and there’s
always one that wins your heart. But be practical about it. Watch all the puppies play. Note their
reactions to different situations. Stay away from the shy dogs, the listless puppies, or the
nervous ones. It might be good, if it’s practical for you, to visit the litter a couple of times. If all the
puppies look alike put some fingernail polish on the toenails of the one you like so you’ll be able
to recognize him on your return visit.The puppy comes home. Lane comes running, plants a kiss
on the pup; he plants one right back . . . .Throughout the excitement Mother holds the dog. Pup is 
having a tough day, no use making it worse. When things settle they can be introduced.Examine
the puppy’s eyes. Are they clear? A discharge can spell real trouble. A heavy discharge from the
nose is also a serious problem with a puppy. It can very easily mean distemper, the major killer
of dogs. Examine the rectum for any signs of diarrhea. Run your hand through the puppy’s hair.
The puppy should be free from parasites and the skin should be soft and pliable. The hair should
be soft and have a good gloss to it. Watch the puppy move around. Is he agile? If he is, he most
likely has no nutritional deficiencies. Turn him over, check the puppy’s navel. A lump can mean
an umbilical hernia which can cause trouble later.Teeth are important. He’ll squawk, but lift his
jowls and see that his bite is even, that his teeth are regular, and that uppers and lowers fit in the
form of a good bite. Make sure the puppy’s teeth are not stained brown, a sure sign that the
puppy had or has distemper. Check the gums to see that they’re pink and clear.As you may have
noted, we haven’t explained to you how to buy an older dog. We won’t. Starting with a puppy and
starting him at a specific age is so essential to our new method of training that we won’t tell you
how to select an older dog. Although it’s much the same as getting a puppy, we would like to
impress upon you that to get the best out of a dog you must start with a puppy, and you must
start the puppy at age 49 days . . . . this is now scientific fact. Let me show you.3The Dog’s



Mental Development(a New Training Method)For centuries, dogs have been trained under a
theory that a one-year-old dog was like a seven-year-old boy ready for school; a two-year-old
dog was likened to a fourteen-year-old, thus carrying this one-to-seven ratio throughout the
dog’s life until a seven-year-old dog was like a 49-year-old man . . . just going over the hill. Dog
trainers are slowly starting to recognize that this is an old wives’ tale. Scientists have shown that
this seven-to-one ratio is only a physical comparison between man and dog and has nothing to
do with the mental development of dogs. If you wait until a dog is a year old before he starts to
train, you may have waited too long. This new information will be the foundation of the training of
your dog.Dr. J. Paul Scott, Director of the Animal Behavior Laboratory at Hamilton Station of the
Roscoe B. Jackson Memorial Laboratory in Maine, directed the project that developed this new
thesis. This information was derived while helping Guide Dogs for the Blind, Inc., in their dog
training program.Seeing Eye dogs receive the most rigorous and exact training of any dogs. For
years it was believed that breeding was the answer to supplying puppies for this training. The
breeding of the very finest Seeing Eye dogs produced litters of which only 20 percent of the
puppies had the ability, it seemed, to go through the rigid training to become Guide Dogs. In
recent years the demand for these trained dogs has been greater than the supply. Dr. Scott and
his team of workers sought and found the answer to the supply problem. It was a new approach
to training. That new training method is acceleration.
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SJPizMB, “I would rank this the number one, must have book for someone getting a puppy. I was
so excited when I got my first dog in 10 years that I bought about 20 books. I have read most or
all of them all. With that said I will tell you that if you could only buy one book when you get a new
puppy I would recommend this one.This is why: Richard Wolters writes simple ,concise, easy to
read and follow instructions for training your newest family member. There is not a lot of fluff,
psychology, page filling stuff in here. What he writes you will read and it will be helpful. A lot of
the other training books (even the good ones) are filled with fluff to make them fat, but you end
up just skipping around. This has what it needs to without the filler, which makes it easier to
use.Note: It is written for you to supervise your child training the dog, but all the above is true if
you train the puppy yourself.**Disclaimer: This book was written in the 60's. Some of his
methods are outdated, ie. a little rough. You can just ignore that part. Everything else holds true. I
am a positive trainer, using minimal to zero physical discipline, and with your own common
sense you can adjust this book to be consistent with current positive training models.”

coley, “Great training book!. We just got a Labrador puppy and decided to train her ourselves.
This book is fantastic! We have followed it since the day we got her. She is now 4 months old
(today), she knows sit, stay, walking on a leash and is 100% potty trained. We are extremely
happy with this book.And our favorite part is it shows you how to incorporate your kids helping
with the training!”

Whidbey Mary, “Thank You Mr. Wolters!. I am truly sorry that some of the reviewers were unable
to grasp the Gestalt of Wolters' training method and focused in on the "spanking". I have
followed this book to the letter (except I bring my pups home at 6, not 7, weeks) and have always
gotten lots of compliments on how well-behaved and happy my dogs are. I bought this in the
early 70's when I purchased my first Black Lab. I'm now on my 4th Black Lab and still use this
method. Over the years I have loaned this book to friends getting a new puppy and helped them
with their training. Each of those dogs has become a model citizen (some winning obedience
titles) and none of us ever had to "spank" or "hit" our pups.I find this book especially helpful to
those who've never had or trained a dog before. They are nervous about training and fear
failure. I show them Family Dog and point out that the 6 year old granddaughter was doing most
of the work with Tar (1963 edition). This gives them hope and confidence that they can train their
pup too. After all, if a 6 year old can do it so can an adult. Unless that adult is trying to open a
prescription medicine bottle!!!!My personal example of putting his Gestalt into practice is when I
"train" them not to jump into the front seat of the car. I put them in the back seat and we calmly
drive along. As soon as the pup climbs into the front seat the oddest thing happens...the car
swerves back and forth, the brakes are hit hard then the gas then the brakes again so the poor
pup is uncomfortable and not liking it at all. I stop this for a couple of seconds and if the pup



goes back to the rear of the vehicle all the commotion stops. If puppy stays in the front the car
goes crazy again. Genius! The dog never blames me, she thinks it's the car and much prefers
the back seat. This has never taken more than twice for any of my Labs to learn. I suppose
some would call this mean or abusive, but it's certainly less abusive than letting a 75lb dog
interfere with driving. Uh oh, now people will lecture me on car restraints for dogs...don't
bother---already have them, but they still need to be trained not to do this just in case. And every
dog I've ever had loved riding in the car and going on road trips---just not in the front seat.Thank
you Mr. Wolters for 4 of the best-trained and most beloved Black Labs.”

matthew pipkin, “Best book ever. This book has been out for along time, but it is the best book
on the market for training a dog. We get compliments on how well our dog is trained every time
we are out in public. Our dog is NEVER on a leash. Stay means stay for up to an hour with no
supervision. Buy this book BEFORE you get the dog!!!!! Training starts the day you decided you
want a dog. To have a well trained dog, the owner must be trained first. Two weeks into training
the puppy was house trained. (No accidents...EVER). Five months: No leash needed.”

Mr G, “Best dog training book I've ever experienced!. I trained my puppy on this book, trained
many other dogs, and have bought this book for friends as well. All dogs trained using the
methods in this book, in my experience, have all turned out to be very well behaved, beloved
dogs. I've even been asked multiple times throughout my dog's life where I got him
professionally trained! This book was also the #1 recommendation from a personal dog trainer
when I first had thoughts of getting a dog.”

Lesley Kilburn, “Easy to read and follow along instructions and photos.. I’ve used this book in the
past to train my 8 week old black Lab in 2002. I lost the copy I had so I re-ordered it to train my
11 week old silver Lab. It a simple manual to help guide your training of your puppy at the early
development stages.”

jamie whitelock, “2 thumbs up. Used the gun dog book for training my lab and thought this book
would be a good addition to it”

Captain MJ, “Great for beginners. The book was simple and concise. Missing a little of the how
to on a daily basis.”

The book by Richard A. Wolters has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 686 people have provided feedback.
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